

Note: Each unit’s target vocabulary items are underlined.
Unit 1
	ability
	skill

	activate
	turn on; make active

	Alzheimer’s 
	disease which affects memory (common amongst older people)

	anticipate
	expect; foresee

	attuned to
	sensitive towards; focused on

	boost
	increase

	composer
	person who writes music

	concentrate
	focus

	dedicated to
	focused on; committed to

	discover
	find out

	evidence
	proof

	expert
	person who is very knowledgeable in a field

	fraction
	part of a whole (ex: 1/2, 1/3)

	instrument
	device for playing music (ex: guitar)

	IQ
	“Intelligence Quotient” (widely used measure of intelligence)

	make up
	create

	movement
	section of a piece of classical music

	MRI
	Magnetic Resonance Imaging (device showing an internal image of a patient)

	no wonder
	of course; that’s why

	organize
	arrange

	personalized
	specially made for somebody

	pour in
	arrive in large numbers

	procedure
	method; sequence 

	process
	handle; deal with

	region
	area

	remind
	help someone remember

	role
	purpose; function

	spatial reasoning
	the ability to mentally process shapes and patterns

	track
	follow; keep up with

	unique
	special; one of a kind


Unit 2
	avoid
	keep away from

	aware of
	know about

	carry
	have; hold

	communicate
	interact; share information

	concept
	idea 

	counterpart 
	person you are dealing with

	discomfort
	the state of not feeling well

	embarrassment
	shame

	encourage
	suggest; recommend

	expressive
	full of feeling; meaningful

	gesture
	motion (ex: pointing)

	illustrate 
	show; give an example of something

	intensely
	extremely; passionately

	kinesic
	related to one’s body

	miscommunication
	misunderstanding over something’s meaning

	muscle
	body tissue responsible for movement

	non-verbal
	unspoken or unrelated to speaking

	opposite
	totally different

	posture
	way of standing; body position

	refer to
	point to; indicate

	sequence
	the way a series of things is ordered

	slumped
	bent over

	straightforward 
	clear; direct

	subconscious 
	occurring without a person’s awareness

	tend to
	usually act a certain way or do a certain thing

	vary
	differ


Unit 3

	aim to 
	plan to; have the goal of

	ambitious
	having big goals; wanting to accomplish a lot

	biofuel 
	fuel made from plants and other organic materials

	capture
	take; grab

	classify 
	arrange into categories 

	CO₂
	carbon dioxide

	coffee grounds 
	crushed, used coffee beans

	construction
	the building of structures (ex: houses and offices) 

	convince
	get someone to agree

	creative
	able to think up new and original ideas

	disposal 
	throwing away

	eco-friendly
	good for the Earth

	effort
	hard work

	eliminate
	get rid of; reduce to zero

	excess
	extra; surplus

	from scratch
	made using basic ingredients or components

	generate
	produce

	industrial waste 
	waste produced by companies, often from factories

	landfill 
	place where garbage is buried

	operations 
	business activities

	opportunity
	chance

	organic 
	coming from living things (such as plants and vegetables)

	policy
	guideline; procedure

	potential
	being a possibility; having a chance to be excellent

	raw material
	material that things are made from (ex: wood)

	refit 
	upgrade by installing new equipment

	shareholder
	owner of a company’s stock 

	take notice
	pay attention

	widespread
	common; seen in many places

	worthless
	without value


Unit 4
	agency
	organization; association

	atmosphere
	band of air and other gases surrounding the Earth

	constantly
	continuously

	countless 
	a great many; impossible to count

	detection
	discovery

	dim
	reduce the amount of light

	examine
	study; analyze

	galactic
	happening in space; related to a galaxy (such as the Milky Way)

	gravitational
	related to the force that a body in space has over another body

	habitable 
	able to support life

	indirect
	roundabout

	inhabited
	lived in

	launch
	send into space

	limitation
	restriction

	locate
	find where something is

	mass 
	physical quantity

	ozone
	gas in the atmosphere that blocks a star’s harmful rays

	rocky planet
	planet with a hard, solid surface

	signal
	sound, light, or other wave carrying information

	slightly
	somewhat; just a little

	suitable
	appropriate

	technique
	method

	terrestrial
	similar to the Earth

	underway
	already happening

	universe
	the entirety of space (including the galaxies, planets, etc.)

	velocity
	speed

	verify
	determine; confirm

	wobble
	shake or move in a circle

	zone 
	area


Unit 5

	attractive
	very good looking; appealing to other people

	brilliant
	very smart

	campaign
	operation; movement

	case by case
	handled on an individual basis, according to each case’s situation

	come up with
	develop; invent

	consumer
	shopper

	contractor
	outside person or company hired for a task

	cosmetics
	make up (ex: lipstick)   

	decline
	go down

	distribution
	shipping and delivering goods

	drive
	push; cause

	eager
	willing and interested

	in-house
	done by company staff

	innovative
	new and interesting; different from that which came before

	loyalty
	commitment

	maintain
	preserve

	make up 
	form

	marketing
	advertising, selling, and improving interest in a product 

	more often than not  
	usually; for the most part

	participate
	 be a part of

	R&D 
	research and development

	recipe
	list of ingredients for a food or drink and instructions for making it

	regardless of
	despite

	shift
	change; movement

	social networking site 
	website where people meet friends, post photos, etc. 

	spot
	ad

	strategy
	plan/method of operations

	striking 
	very impressive

	submit
	turn in; deliver

	take something to another level
	improve, enhance, or develop something


Unit 6
	achievement
	accomplishment

	architect
	building designer

	contain
	include

	dizzying 
	very fast

	eventually
	finally

	evoke
	bring out; remind people of something

	expression 
	something that shows how one feels

	functional
	having a practical use

	generate
	 create; produce

	icon 
	symbol

	identity
	self; character

	imagination
	ability to think creatively 

	impact
	effect; influence

	landmark
	famous site or building (either natural or manmade)

	leap over
	jump over; surpass

	masterpiece
	outstanding work or achievement

	measurements 
	something’s length, width, height, etc.

	monument
	structure built in remembrance of something

	pagoda
	a type of Buddhist temple

	preserve
	maintain

	publicity
	 attention

	revenue
	income

	revitalize 
	make strong and healthy again

	skyscraper
	very tall building

	stand for
	represent

	structure
	 building

	struggling
	having trouble

	symbol
	object or idea representing something else

	turn something’s fortunes around
	greatly improve a situation 


Unit 7

	address
	meet; take into consideration    

	administration 
	organization; government

	bacteria
	very small organisms which are invisible to the human eye

	batch
	group; lot

	chemical
	natural or artificial substance with a specific molecular structure 

	come into play
	be a factor; be involved

	contaminate
	pollute

	corrupted
	damaged; contaminated

	enforce
	make sure a law or rule is carried out

	essential
	necessary; very important

	food-borne
	carried or spread by food

	frustrated
	bothered; angry

	globalization
	the process by which the world is becoming more and more connected

	hygiene
	cleanliness

	inspection
	examination; close review

	not to mention
	as well as

	occur
	take place; happen

	produce
	fruits and vegetables

	rocked
	hit; shaken

	scandal
	shocking event (often damaging to a person’s reputation)

	shocking
	very surprising

	state of affairs
	situation; particular set of circumstances

	sufficiently
	done enough 

	swiftly 
	quickly

	toxin
	poison

	uproar
	angry reaction

	violate
	break; go against


Unit 8
	₤
	symbol for the British pound (the currency of the United Kingdom)

	affluent
	rich

	at the top of the charts
	having the number-one song or CD

	beyond one’s means  
	more than one can afford

	burn through
	use very quickly

	cautious
	careful

	enormous
	very big

	entourage
	group of people who travel with someone

	exquisite
	outstanding; very finely made

	fade
	greatly decrease

	fall into a habit
	become used to doing something

	file for bankruptcy
	officially declare oneself moneyless

	go into debt
	borrow money

	in the limelight
	receiving a lot of attention

	late
	polite way to say “dead”

	lavish
	very fancy and costly

	legend
	famous person, place, or story (may or may not be true)

	lifestyle
	daily habits and living conditions

	live by
	follow as a general rule

	money drainer
	item that makes you spend a lot of money

	mortgage
	property loan

	obliged
	required

	platinum
	a rare and valuable metal

	reckless
	careless

	roughly
	approximately

	survey
	poll

	upkeep
	maintenance

	wind up 
	eventually occur or arrive at a certain point


Unit 9

	abyssal
	deep in the ocean

	at one’s disposal
	available to use

	bioluminescent 
	naturally producing one’s own light

	bitter 
	extreme

	craft 
	vehicle

	creature
	animal

	crust
	rocky outer layer of the Earth

	defend
	protect

	ecosystem
	local environment (including the food chain and natural features)

	emit
	release; produce

	enemy
	opponent

	fierce
	powerful; aggressive

	food chain
	series of organisms (from small to large) that feed on each other

	hydrothermal vent
	opening on the ocean’s floor where hot gases pour out

	layout
	arrangement; organization

	locked in battle 
	fighting

	marvelous
	incredible; fantastic

	mineral
	naturally occurring, inorganic material (almost always solid)

	organ
	vital body part (ex: heart, lung, kidney)

	perception
	opinion; point of view

	predator
	 attacker; hunter

	prey 
	object or target of a hunt

	ridge 
	raised area

	spectacular
	amazing

	suction cup 
	sticky area used to grab and hold onto something

	touch down
	land; set down

	vast
	very wide and spacious

	vessel
	boat


Unit 10
	altogether
	completely 

	attentive
	carefully watching or listening

	ban 
	prevent; disallow

	barter
	trade

	blur the line
	make the distinction between two things unclear

	clever
	intelligent

	commercial 
	done for profit

	date back
	start from a certain time in the past

	debate
	discuss an issue

	exhausted
	very tired

	graphics
	images; pictures

	in order to
	so as to; for the sake of

	integrate
	make a part of

	integrity
	honor; purity

	make the most of
	use to one’s advantage; enjoy as much as possible

	opponent
	enemy

	out of hand
	out of control

	production
	show

	promote 
	advertise; push

	realistic
	believable; accurate

	reality 
	the real world

	reveal 
	show something that was previously unseen

	screen time 
	time spent appearing in a movie or TV show

	sponsor
	supporter (often through money)

	virtual 
	unreal; computer generated


Unit 11

	be wary of
	be cautious towards; have doubts about

	bribery 
	giving someone money in exchange for favors

	carry out 
	commit

	commit
	perform; carry out

	con artist 
	criminal who operates by lying and cheating people

	drive up
	cause to increase

	estimate
	guess a value, time, amount, etc.

	executive
	high-level person in a company

	fraud
	action that cheats or misleads others

	identity theft 
	pretending to be someone else (ex: to apply for a credit card)

	intended for
	meant for

	life savings
	money someone has saved over a period of many years

	overhaul
	completely reform or redo

	paper trails
	written records

	previously
	in the past

	prison
	jail

	recipient
	someone who receives something

	ruin
	destroy

	scheme
	plan; program

	severe
	extreme

	sophisticated
	refined; advanced

	telemarketing
	business done over the telephone

	term 
	word or phrase

	think twice
	carefully consider something

	top notch
	excellent; superior

	trustworthy
	honest

	typical 
	common

	victim
	person who suffers from a crime, accident, etc.


Unit 12
	a whole host of
	many

	accessible
	obtainable; reachable

	adaptive technologies
	devices or software that help a disabled person work

	adjustment 
	change; adaptation

	advantage
	benefit

	Braille
	printed language (using raised dots) read with one’s fingers

	disabled
	having a physical or mental limitation

	engineer
	person who designs structures and systems (could be mechanical, electrical, etc.)

	entrepreneur
	businessperson/investor looking for profitable opportunities

	lucrative 
	profitable

	mandate 
	require; order

	mentally challenged 
	having a mental disability (ex: Down Syndrome)

	modify
	change

	not the case 
	untrue

	productive
	contributing; adding to the total output

	refuse
	decline; reject

	reluctant
	hesitant

	society
	group of people living in a place

	stand in one’s way
	block

	unemployment rate
	percentage of people without jobs

	unfounded
	without a basis in fact

	visual
	related to sight

	work ethic
	attitude towards one’s job

	workforce
	a country’s working population


Unit 13

	adopt
	take into one’s home to raise and take care of

	bed-ridden 
	unable to leave one’s bed

	beneficial
	helpful

	canary 
	a type of song bird

	candidate
	possible selection for a position, office, etc.

	cardiovascular 
	related to the heart and blood vessels

	companion
	friend; someone you spend time with

	confirm
	verify

	data
	information

	depression
	state of deep sadness and despair

	device
	tool; machine

	elderly 
	polite way to say “old”

	equipped with 
	supplied with; having

	extensively
	widely; thoroughly

	flexibility
	adaptability

	ideal
	perfect

	impressive 
	excellent

	interact
	communicate; deal with

	lap 
	area of one’s legs from the waist to the knees (formed while sitting)

	measurable
	able to be shown with solid data

	phenomenon
	happening; occurrence

	predictable
	easy to anticipate or figure out

	retirement home 
	place where elderly people live and are cared for

	routine 
	regular series of activities

	self-worth 
	feeling of being important

	senior citizen
	old person

	stroking 
	gently petting

	treadmill 
	exercise machine for walking or running

	voice recognition
	ability to understand what someone says

	wall socket
	slot in a wall that electric devices are plugged into


Unit 14
	approach
	come near

	artificial
	man-made

	atomic
	related to the basic units of matter; extremely small

	chip
	wafer containing an integrated circuit (used for electronics)

	classical computer
	computer using CPUs which contain many transistors

	database 
	storehouse of information

	feasibility 
	likelihood; possibility

	high hopes
	 positive expectations

	ideal 
	perfect

	in the meantime
	meanwhile

	made up of
	comprising; composed of

	majority
	 more than 50%

	multiple
	more than one

	particle
	extremely small unit of matter, such as an atom, ion, etc.

	physics
	the study of the way matter, energy, etc. operate in nature 

	practical
	useful; having a clear function and purpose

	quantum mechanics
	physics describing particles at the atomic level

	race
	act as quickly as possible

	shrink
	make smaller

	simultaneous
	happening at the same time

	superb
	excellent

	theoretical
	thought to be possible, but not yet proven; hypothetical

	transaction
	deal; exchange

	transistor
	small device used in electronics to switch or amplify a signal

	yield
	deliver; produce


Unit 15

	barely
	hardly

	burden
	responsibility; trouble

	channel
	direct; flow

	come into play
	enter into the situation

	community
	group of people living in an area; group that shares a common goal or interest

	complex
	complicated

	critical 
	very important

	debt relief 
	the limiting or canceling of a debt load

	equation
	formula

	gender inequality
	unequal treatment of men and women

	infected
	carrying a disease

	infrastructure 
	basic services, such as roads, bridges, power lines, etc.

	lack
	be without

	literacy
	the ability to read

	malaria 
	a disease spread by mosquito bites

	millennium
	period of 1,000 years

	NGO 
	non-governmental organization (ex: Doctors Without Borders)

	nutrition
	food and its relation to health

	poverty
	the state of living in very poor conditions

	priority
	something that is very important; at the top of a list

	stamp out
	eliminate

	stunted
	restricted; limited

	sub-Saharan 
	south of the Sahara Desert

	subsidies 
	payments made by governments to local businesses to support them

	survive
	stay alive; carry on

	take for granted
	assume something is true; act as if someone/something will always be there

	tariff 
	fee to import or export goods

	tuberculosis 
	a disease affecting the lungs

	universal
	available to everybody

	vaccine
	injection that prevents disease


Unit 16
	abundant
	plentiful

	acquire
	get; pick up

	alternative
	substitute; other option

	at a crossroads
	faced with a decision to go one direction or another

	automobile
	 vehicle such as a car or truck

	combination
	group; two or more things put together

	dam 
	structure that controls water flow, often for electricity production

	efficient
	productive, using minimal time and resources

	electricity
	energy in the form of charged particles

	eyesore 
	something that is unpleasant to look at

	fossil fuel
	carbon-based energy source (ex: oil and coal)

	fuel cell 
	device that converts sources like hydrogen into usable energy 

	gigawatt 
	one billion watts of electrical power

	gradually
	slowly; over time

	manufacture
	make; create

	migrating 
	traveling a long distance (ex: birds migrating south in the winter)

	moreover
	also; additionally

	pose 
	present; cause

	power grid 
	system that distributes electricity throughout an area

	renewable 
	able to be used and reused over and over

	revolution 
	extreme change

	rural
	in the countryside

	solar panel 
	sheet that captures sunlight so it can be converted into electricity

	transition
	change; shift

	underground
	beneath the Earth

	used up
	spent; emptied

	wind turbine 
	a tall pole with long blades that generate electricity by being spun by the wind
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